MEETING RACE PREJUDICE

in many respects the most remarkable that the city had
ever seen. The entire orchestra was given over to the
white citizens of Natchez and Adams County, and still
there was not room to accommodate them, for they were
packed in the rear and stood three and four deep in the
aisles. The colored people were crowded into the balcony
and the galleries. When Booker Washington arose to
speak, he was greeted by a perfect whirlwind of applause
and cheering. He was visibly affected by the reception
given him by whites as well as blacks.

When he finished speaking a large delegation headed by
the Mayor of the city made their way to the platform, wel-
comed him to the city, thanked him for his address, and
stated that his influence for good in the city and county
could not be estimated.

Mr. J. T. Harahan, of the Illinois Central Railroad, pro-
vided the Pullman tourist car in which Mr. Washington
and his party toured the State. It was estimated that
from sixty to eighty thousand people saw and heard him
during his seven days' trip. On the conclusion of the tour
one paper said, "No more popular man ever came into the
State, white or black, and no man ever spoke to larger
audiences than he did. He is the only speaker who ever
filled the Jackson, Miss., Coliseum."

Only six months before his death Booker Washington
made a similar tour through Louisiana. Louisiana has al-
ways been reputed to be in the same category as Mississippi
in opposing Negro progress. To some of his audiences
Mr. Washington said that he and his party of twenty-five
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